lo che Repreſentatives in Parliament for the 
1 ſeveral. Counties of Great Britain, the High 
Sheriffs, and Grand Junes at the enſuing Lent 
Aſſize, are ſubmitted, for their ſerious and 
1mpartial Conſideration, the following 


BRIEF REMARKS 


upon a PETITION framed by the Land 
Owners, and Growers of Wool in the COUNTY 
of LINCOLN, and intended to be preſented to 


Parliament, for Leave to export long Combing 
and Coarle Wools. 


FIRST. LTHOUGH £ admitted, “that heavy long combing 

Wool ſells at a low Rate, and that it has gradually been 
finking in Price for four years laſt paſt,” yet it will be found on In- 
quiry, that this is no more than many other Productions of the Land, 
and even Land itſelf have done; and apparently from the ſame Cauſe, 
viz. from that univerſal Stagnation of Trade and Commerce, and that 
Check given to the free Spirit of Speculation, which-are the fatal Con- 
ſequences of a long, extended, and expenſive war. 


SECONDLY. Wu r we allow that the Growers of long combing 
and coarſe Wools do ſuffer much Diſtreſs; yet, every one converſant with 
the preſent State of the Nation, and particularly of Counties and Towns 
concerned in the WOOLLEN MANUFACTORY, will have ſufficient 
Cauſe to lament that ſo much Diſtreſs prevails, every where z,,and that 
the LANDED and COMMERCIAL INTERESTS are ſtruggling 
under ONE COMMON CALAMITY. 


a 


THIRDLY. To any attentive Obſerver, of the Advanſtages and 
Diſadvantages of our own Manufacturers, compared with thoſe of fo- 
reign and rival Countries, it will appear evident, that the Prohibitory 
Act of the 12th of Charles the Second was founded on a clear and com- 
prehenfive View of the general Intereſt of the Kingdom; and ſince that 
Time, ſo far from relaxing in the Syſtem of Reſtrictions, the Wiſdom of 
Parliament has uniformly perſevered in enacting further Laws, which 
might ſecure ſtill more effectually our native Wools, for our native 


Manufactures. 


FOURTHLY. Tur Suggeſtion of the PETITION, “ that an 
Exportation may be permitted without Injury to the Manufacturer,“ is 
manifeſtly contrary to Reaſon and Obſcrvation: becauſe no Means 
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could be deviſed (as is there preſumed) to ſecure AN AMPLE. 
SUPPLY FOR DOMESTIC USE,“ unleſs that of giving, ſuch a Price, 


as no Britiſh Manufactory, under its prejent Deprefion, could pofſibly 
afford. To expect for Wool ſuch a Price at Hon, as Foreigners, from 
the cheapneſs of Labour and various other Cauſes can afford to Pay, 
would in Effect be to withhold it 2// from the Britiſh Manufacturer; and 
then the whole annual Growth would become a © SURFLUS' to be ſent 
to the foreign Market,” for the Employment and Maintenance of 
foreign Poor, while our own were ſtarving, or falling on the Land to 
be ſupported, or emigrating to a more friendly Country. 


_ FIFTHLY. However plauſible the Motive may appear which the 
PETITION athgns for the firi enacting of Law's to prevent the Ex- 
portation of Wool, yet it is undoubtedly fallaciovus; while the true 
Motive ſeems to be purpoſely kept out of Sight, namely, that the fo- 
reign Manufacturer might not, with our own raw Material, be enabl:d to 
underſell us at every Marktet. Notwithitanding the Sale of Weol has 
been reſtricted to the home Market, ſufficient Encouragement has been 
given for increaſing the Growth of it 79 @ great Degree, which evidently 
roves that it has all been uſcd ; and even now it does not appear to be 
well founded, what the PETITION aferts, „ that more long and 
coarſe Wool is annually grown than can be fold for Home Conſumption,” 
ſince little more than Halt the Produce of ONE YEAR is on Hand &, 
to ſupply the Demand of the Manufacturer for the remaining Six 
Months Conſumption. To this may be added, that the increuſed weight 
of the Fleece, and the cheapneſs of the Lambs, are in Favour of the 


Wool Grower. 


SIXTHLVY. WIr I regard to ſuch Reſtrictions upon the Export of 
Wool, as the PETITION holds out with a ſhew of Moderation and 
Public Spirit, they will be found to be merely ſpecious, propoſing a 
Pre-emption to the Britiſh Manufacturer which he cannct enjoy. The 
Petitioners will give him ſome ſpecified Time to buy 'as much as may 
be wanted, but who can calculate preciſcly what Quantity of Wool his 


Trade for the enſuing Vear may require? And even were that known, 


has every man a Capital ſufficient to buy, at Oze Bargain, his whole 
Year's Stock? But it may be ſaid, that Jobbers will buy it for them :— 
Jobbers will indeed buy it, but it will be to lay it up for the Seaſon of 
legal Exportation. Neither will the Duty propoſed, afford the Britiſh 
Manufacturer thoſe Advantages which it promiies ; for at this Age of 


political Wiſdom, when the Effects of Duties and Bounties are ſo well 


underſtood, any foreign Nation knowing the Value of our Wool, and 
deſirous of having it, will only by a BOUNTY, couftteeract the Inten- 


tion of our DUTY. Thus it muſt appear, nay it is demonſtrable, 


2 


AT T * TT, 2118 » > . 
% that the BRITISH MANUFACTURERS bhove cafe to fear their 
«© being prevented from obtaining a ſufficient Supply jor Home Confunp- 


tion, and being unaerſold by foreign Maonuſa@arers iu foreign Markets.” 


* The Returns of Wool upon Hand in the County of Lincoln, made the ſecond of Fe- 
bruary, 1782, were 249,191 Lods, and the annual Growth is ſuppoſed to be from 350,008 
to 400,900. 


SEVENTHLY. 
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SEVENTHLY. Tur PRAYER of the PETITION relates only te 
the Exportation of lang and coarſe Wool, a Kind of Wool neceſſary for 
a great Part of our Manufacturers EXPORT TRADE; but what Se- 
curity can be given to the Manufacturer of fine Wool, bearing now a 
Price almoſt beyond Example, that 98s Material ſhall not be exported 
too? Nay this mult certainly be the Caſe, long and coarſe being only 
comparative Terms. Foreigners will be moſt defirous of our fine Wools, 


and the Duty, ad FYalorem, will be leſs. And although the Body of 


this PETITION. does not openly threaten the Nation with the Ex- 


portation of all its Fool; yet it is ſubmitted to the ſerious Attention of 
every Friend to his Country, whether in the RESOLUTIONS, annexed 
to the PETITION, there is not a latent Defign of forming a general 
Confederacy for 'this Purpoſe; and in purfuance to this Idea, the 
PETITION and REZOLUTIONS are ordered to be ſent into the ſe- 
veral Counties of Great Britain, ſuch as grow fine Wool, as well as ſuch 


as grow only long aud coarſe M. 901. 


THESE REMARKS, intended to diſcloſe and counteract the per- 


nicious Tendency of the LINCOLNSHIRE RESOLUTIONS, are 


tubmitted to your candid Conſideration. You will judge how far they 
are conſonant to Truth; and it is hoped that an Attachment to the ge- 
neral Proſperity of this Kingdom will induce you ſtrenuouſly to oppoſe, 
or at leaſt to give no Weight and Encouragement to a Project, repletes 


with every Miſchief that can befal a Country, whoſe COMMERCE 


depends chiefly on its MANUFACTURES. - A Scheme, which while 


it pretends to, pour freſh Streams into the Tide of PUBLIC REVE- 
NUE, would infallibly dry up the SOURCES of it: A Scheme, which 
demands for certain Individuals, an Exemption from thoſe Burthens 
and Calamities a whole Nation labours under, and which tends to diſ- 
unite the Landed and Commercial Intereſts : A Scheme, which directly 
militates againſt the Strength, Power, and Proſperity of the Nation, by 
depriving it of that Part of its Staple Manufactory which it has hitherto 
ſolicitouſly retained, and by driving an innumerable Multitude of poor 
Manufacturers into foreign Countries, or burthening our own with im- 
menſe Taxes for their Maintenance. | 


NORWICH, 25th 
February, 1782. 
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